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The idea behind this, our 26t annual Knight Calendar, is to provide a
glimpse through the first twenty-five. When you add them up, that means
we had some 300 pages to pick from, and so these dozen pages can
represent only a few selections.

This edition is in special memory of Mom, whose own poetry got this
project started in the fall of 1991. Her poem, “My Gift,” reproduced on the
cover of our current calendar, was the first entry in the first calendar in
1992. The cover photo from that calendar is included here, too (on the
October page.)

We’re wishing a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year to every one of
you in our big, inclusive, wonderful family that extends far beyond the
surname, Knight.

Love,
Denny

(p.s.: here’s to another twenty-five)
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Mom was always organized and on top of things,
but often someone would spring a project on her
that required her to jump into action. |
remember once when she had a last-minute
demand to make a new dress for Kathi. With no
time to spare, and working too quickly, she ran
the sewing machine needle through her thumb.
The needle was still locked in the machine while
it was lodged in her hand. The recourse was to
loosen the assembly so the needle could be
removed and she could be extricated. Dad was in
near hysteria, until Mom ordered, “Dammit,
Mickey, just get me the pliers.” She got herself
loose, extracted the needle, bandaged her

thumb, and finished the dress on time.

Jim Top: Wm Knight, Bill Coughlin, Tim Coughlin, Bill Knight, Julia Hunt, Doc Hunt, Kate Knight
Bottom: Naomi Hunt, Lee Hunt, Jerry Coughlin, Catherine Coughlin
{This undated family photo would hove been about 1934 when Cotherine would hove been about seventeen)
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Editor’s Note: Maureen

fibr

w'

200t

says it was Easter.

Grandpa’s Prayer

Dear Grandma,

I would like to have you quote a prayer your father would
have prayed...I love you, Charlie

Thank you Charlie for such a warm and beautiful question, 1
love you also...Grandma
"Dear Father in Heaven,

We thank You for this day, for it's sunshine and showers, for
it's breezes and it's serenity. Our hopes go out to You for our
continued well-being, but most of all, for the love You have given
us so fireely and so generously. May this love be just as free and
as generously shared with our family, our neighbors, our fiiends
and even our enemies so in the not too distant future we may all
know a peaceful world. Amen "
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Becoming Catholic
Dear Mom,

We have enjoved your story of your first date with Dad on 5.
Patricks Day, and his proposal that same night. I think it would
be wonderful to hear your story of your conversion to the
Catholic Church before your marriage the following November.
Please tell us as much as you want about your thoughts and
emotions as you went through the process, your parents’
reaction, and other associated memories. This is a question I've
pondered asking for awhile, and you assured me this evening
when I called for your birthday that you would enjoy telling us
all the story.

Love. Denny

Dear Denny,

Even though, in the beginning, the decision 1 made in
becoming a Catholic must have been a shock to my parents and
possibly a heart break to them at the time, I'm often reminded
that it was a very good decision. Sometime after the fact of
revealing this decision to them, my father. recalled that as a
pre-teen and during my teen years, 1 would very often bring
books home from the library which would present the rosary as
an appealing factor in the practice of the Catholic religion.

This religion was quite different than the religion (Methodist)
which I had been born into and raised in. [ have never been able
to recall when, or why this practice became an important
religious feature to me. I was very receptive to the opportunity to
learn more about and soon to accept the fact that I really did have
a great desire to become a Catholic. Thus it was that my first date
with Mickey Knight on March 17th,1936 was also the date of his
marriage proposal to me. Because the piece of the puzzle all
seemed to fall in place and I could feel the immediate bonding
between us prompted my positive answer of assent without
question of an alternative answer.

On November 14th 1936, we were married by Father
McCarthy, pastor of Sacred Heart Church in Alamosa. Colorado.
In 1986 we joyously celebrated our golden wedding anniversary.
This joyous affair held at St. Laurence OToole Church in
Laramie was made complete with the presence of our seven
children, their spouses and our grand children, other relatives and
many friends.

It was on this day that | said a prayer. looked heavenward, and
saw my parents looking down at me. nodding their heads and
saying "Fifty years ago our daughter dear, you certainly made the
right decision!

Love to you, Dennis, Mom
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The 1999 calendar was a
compilation of results of a family
questionnaire about travel,
lottery winnings and blarney.
Lots of blarney.
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The theme of the 1996 calendar was “Home Cooking at the Knights. Each of us seven gave mom the description of a favorite family
meal, and Mom'’s job was to supply the recipes she used when she originally prepared it.
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SAUERKRAUT SURPRISE

This recipe 1 created as a Boy Scout. We were deep in the throes of a winter
survival camping experience on Pole Mountain, at about 20° below zero
(Fahrenheit!). 1t was so cold I couldn’t even think of opening a tin can-a nearly
impossible task with mittens on over gloves and an icicle dangling from the tip
of my nose. It seemed logical under those conditions to simply nestle my can of
sauerkraut, unopened, in the campfire, and when it warmed sufficiently, the lid
would pop gently off, yielding a succulent garnish of kraut for the hot dogs.

If you follow my recipe carcfully, the explosion will resound through the forest
and echo for miles. There will be shards of pickled cabbage nestled in the snow
banks, dangling from branches, and frozen to the bark of every pine tree on the
perimeter of the camp ground, with significant collateral damage to the troop
itself. The lid will settle in a low earth orbit. perplexing NORAD and prompting
an occasional UFO sighting.

A note of caution to my fellow bachelors: this is an outdoor recipe.

— Stormy Knight







Bunratty Castle

Bunratty, Co. Clare
Mediaeval Banquet
and Entertainment

The magnificent  15th  Century
Castle of Bunraity is situated on the
Limerick/Shannon/Galway Road, 8
miles from Limerick City.

It was a wonderful surprise when Mickey and I were crowned the
Lord and Lady of Bunratty Castle at the Mediaeval Banquet. Note
Lord Michael’s elevated postion at the table...a loyal democrat in
America, he filled his monarchy with grace and dignity, and wore a
wee bit of an Irish smirk. No subject was allowed to partake of a
dish until the Lord had the first taste. The memorable event
happened to coincide with Mickey’s 79%h birthday, and we’re sure
our tour guide helped to arrange the honor.




Lessons in Living
Hi Grandma,

I have been wondering what, when looking back on your 89
vears of living, you would change if vou were able to do so? Also,
if not too overwhelming, would you share one of your more
valuable lessons in living? Please don't let the serious sound of
these two questions overwhelm yvou Grandma, I'm really looking
Jor a light hearted response from you, as it is quite apparent you
have been living a quite blessed life. Lots of love, Danny
Dear Danny.

Your questions have not overwhelmed me. It's the answers that
have come to my mind that are far more overwhelming to me. I'm
trying to answer your questions honestly and. in doing so, | am
actively putting down in black and white my life story.

Over my long life | have been granted privileges which I have
not earned and in turn not deserved. 1am so sorry I failed to give
my most wonderful parents the credit which they so quietly
carned. | wish now I could so much repay them for the sacrifices

they made for me. 1 am on the other hand proud of the large
family I have been able to raise to carry on their traditions of
honesty. truth, and love. which make the world a better place.
This is a moment of pride which I can only give credit to you. my
children and grandchildren. Thank you one and all

. One of the more valuable lessons I have learned in my eighty
nine years is this...As long as I can do some of the things | want
to do. the things I have to do don't scem so bad!

Thank you. Danny . for recognizing how blessed my long long
life has been. Every night in my evening prayers I recall the many
blessings I have received and the merciful hand in which they
have come. Isn't it great all of us get to do some of the things we
want to do so the things we have to do don't seem as bad?

Love, Grandma
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Hopes and Expectations
Hi Grandma,

I've enjoved reading the questions you've received on the message board -
and especially your answers. [ was wondering if there has been anything that you
have expected to happen in your life time that has not happened, or vice versa,
anvthing you'd thought you'd never see that has happened. For example, I do not
expect o see a woman elected President of the United States in my [ifetime. But
also did not expect to see the Iron Curtain fall, which happened when [ was
relatively young. What were you expectations of the world, and how have they been
met?'

Love you lots, Becky
Dear Becky,

Thank you for your interesting questions. I'm finding myself'in quite a
dilemma as to the answers. As 1 think about these questions many thoughts become
intertwined and I realize that my answers would be confusing to say the least. So this
is an attempt to simplify my answers and, though short, [ hope you will see that they
have many dimensions.

[ am taking the privilege of changing the word “expect” to “hope” in the
answer to your last question. I have never stopped hoping and praying for world
peace. | hope at some point in time that our world leaders will think very seriously
about world peace and perhaps agree to disagree in a civilized way to make the
interludes of peace much longer and shortening the times of war. Perhaps in time the
people will realize that it is possible for everyone to live, prosper and benefit in a
happy, war free environment.

I think the most amazing thing I have seen take place in my life is the
enormous advancement in the field of medicine. The breakthroughs in
pharmaceuticals, technology, skills, and medical facilities have improved the life of
young and old far beyond anything I could have imagined. I'm also aware that things
are continuing to advance each and every day. My life has certainly been made more
comfortable and most likely longer because of this.

lam very proud of your affiliation in this endeavor for improving the
quality of life, Becky.

As | stated at the beginning, Becky, many things that could be answers to
your questions have came to mind but I think I have made a good choice as to these
two things being at the top of my list.

Love, Grandma
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Sitting: Geraldine and Mickey.
Standing: Jerry, Mick, Tim, Jim, Maureen, Denny, Kathi (1986)
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